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Developmental Psychology Syllabus
College of Staten Island, City University of New York

Instructor Information
Instructor
Rodina Sadek

Email
rodina.sadek@csi.cuny.edu
cc. rodina.sadek.csi@gmail.com

*(email in advance to schedule a meeting and I will send the Zoom link for the meeting). If this time doesn't work for you,
email me and suggest an alternate day/time.

General Information
Course Description
A survey of psychological growth and development with emphasis on developmental tasks
distinguishing successive life stages. Patterns of intellectual growth, psychological growth under
different social-cultural conditions, personality, and social development will be considered. (social
science) Course catalog link to external cite
This course satisfies the college option.
Prerequisites: PSY 100, ENG 111, COR 100
Course Objective Goals
This course has four goals.
➢ First, you will learn how people behave at various points in development and how their
behavior changes from infancy to adolescence and beyond. Studying development is quite
interesting, and introduces us to the notion that different ages can be marked by both amazing
competencies and an equally amazing lack of abilities.
➢ Next, you will learn some of the ways that psychologists conceptualize development and
understand the strength and scope of several major theories. You will see that no single theory
provides the whole story and competing theories provide different explanations for the same
phenomena.
➢ After, you will become versed in developmental methods and be able to think about developing
behavior using the tools of the trade. Many research methods and terms overlap with other
areas of psychology but some techniques were devised specifically to address developmental
issues or to obtain data from noncompliant, nonverbal subjects.
➢ Lastly, and most important, you will be able to relate the facts, theories, and methods of
developmental psychology to everyday problems and real world concerns. Most of you will not
go on to become developmental psychologists, but this course should give you a scientific basis
for understanding your own development and the development of those around you, including
your own children, as well as helping you consider social policy regarding developmental issues.
Class Format
Synchronous: There will be a weekly class session on Monday & Wednesday at 2:30pm via Zoom, and
this will be a synchronous meeting. This weekly session will give you an opportunity to work through
activities and discuss the course materials with your classmates and I. Students who miss the Zoom

session for a given week will be responsible to cover missed material and complete any related
assignment asynchronously in order to receive credit for participation that week.
Asynchronous: This is an online course that contains many asynchronous elements, which means you
will need to structure your own time to complete the materials assigned. Each week, this will include
some or all of the following: assigned readings, pre-recorded lectures/ supplemental materials,
quizzes, tests, assignments, and discussion board posts. Materials will be made available through
Blackboard, so it is essential that you have access to Blackboard.
Course Grading and Assignments
Grading and Evaluation
Discussion Board/Assignment Posts

15%

Exams 3

30%

Quizzes

20%

Project (written & oral presentation)

25%

Participation

10%

Total

100%

1. (15%) Discussion Board/Assignment Posts
Prompts will be provided in the Blackboard Discussion Board for a given week and you will
respond to the prompt and then engage with one or more classmates in the forum, or
completing a related assignment on a similar topic afterwards. When interacting, please
remember to treat everyone with respect and kindness, just as you would want to be treated.
2. (30%) Exams (3)
There will be 3 exams during the coursework, the first one will be in the 7th week and the
second will be in 12th week and the third exam will be at the end of the course. Exams are
classified according to chapters finished and their purpose to evaluate that course material are
well understood.
3. (20%) Quizzes (5)
Quizzes will be given on Blackboard for every 2 weeks of material. The purpose of the quiz is to
ensure you stay on top of the required readings for those weeks. The first quiz will cover Weeks
1 and 2 (due Week 3), the second quiz will cover Weeks 3 and 4 (due Week 5), and so on (see
schedule). The average grade across the five quizzes will be calculated.
4. (25%) Final Project Assignment
You will be given a set of broad questions to pick from that ask you to reflect on and tie
together different aspects of the course. As a group you will produce a written description and
a ~20 min presentation that focuses on some of the enduring themes in child development and
discuss evidence to support your approved investing question. Submit to me 1-2 week prior to
your presentation date. More information can be found on Blackboard. TBA. ~April 21, 2022
5. (10%) Participation
Your weekly participation grade will come from 1) attending the Weekly Discussion Section on
Mondays/Wednesdays in Zoom and completing the in-class activity with your classmates, or 2)
completing a related assignment on a similar topic afterwards. Students can receive full credit
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for their Participation grade each week as long as they either actively participate in the weekly
Zoom, jamboard or complete the related assignment.
Grading Scale:
100-90%= A

77.5-82.4%= B

72.4-65%= C

89.9-85%= A-

77.4-75%= B-

64.5-60%= D

84.9-82.5%= B+

74.9-72.5%= C+

Less than 60%= F

There will be no incompletes granted for this class once grades have been turned in. Incompletes are
granted rarely, for emergency circumstances only, and must be negotiated before the semester is over.
NOTE: Students need a minimum grade of C to move on to the next required course in the psychology major sequence (PSY 201, PSY
266). Be mindful that if you get a grade of D you won’t be able to remove it from your GPA calculation, whereas you can remove a
grade of F from your GPA calculation by re-taking the class and getting a higher grade. For this class you will get the grade that your
assignments and my records indicate. I won’t be modifying your grade as this would be academic misconduct.

Plagiarism, Dishonorable Conduct and Cheating
Academic dishonesty can consist of (1) copying answers from another student's exam, (2) copying ideas
or words from another student's paper or assignment, (3) copying ideas or words from a published
source, including websites, without appropriate citation, and 4) using unapproved resources to get
assistance on an exam, quiz, or assignment. Students who cheat or plagiarize will have consequences
ranging from receiving no points on the assignment/test to being suspended from CSI (with
acknowledgement that you cheated on your permanent record). In all cases, the Psychology
department chair will be alerted about the offense and a formal report will be reported to the Dean of
Student Affairs.
Please familiarize yourself with CUNY’s policy on Academic Integrity:
https://www.cuny.edu/about/administration/offices/legal-affairs/policies-resources/academic-integri
ty-policy/

Course Materials
Required Resources Utilized
• Textbook
• Zoom
• Blackboard
• Google Slides, Jamboard
Required Text
How Children Develop Media Type, Siegler et.al
Siegler, R., Saffran, J. R., Gershoff, E. T., & Eisenberg, N.,
(2020). How Children Develop (6th ed.). Worth Publishers.
ISBN-13: 978-1319184568; ISBN-10: 1319184561
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Course Schedule
Week
Week 1

Week 2

Date
Mon 01/31/22

Topic

Reading

Course Introduction & Developmental Methods

Ch 1

Wed 02/02/22

Prenatal Development

Ch 2

Mon 02/07/22
Wed 02/09/22

Prenatal Development cont.
No Classes Scheduled

Week 1 & 2 Quiz on Blackboard- available 2/07 due 2/12 by 11:59pm
Week 3

Mon 02/14/22

Week 4

Mon 02/21/22
Wed 02/23/22

Wed 02/16/22

Biological Context of Development

Ch 3 (p.78-98)

No Classes Scheduled

Ch 3 (p.96-113)

Brain, Physical Growth & Health

Week 3 & 4 Quiz on Blackboard- available 2/21 Due 2/26 by 11:59pm
Mon 02/28/22
Wed 03/02/22

Week 5

Infancy I: Perception & Learning

Ch 5 (p.158-176)

Infancy II: Motor Development

Ch 5 (p.176-184)

Exam 1 ch 1,2,3,5 on Blackboard- available Wednesday Due Saturday 03/05 by 11:59pm
Week 6
Week 7

Mon 03/07/22
Wed 03/09/22
Mon 03/14/22
Wed 03/16/22

Piaget and Developmental Theories

Ch 4

Conceptual Development

Ch 7

Week 6 & 7 Quiz on Blackboard-available 03/14 due 03/19 by 11:59pm
Week 8
Week 9

Mon 03/21/22
Wed 03/23/22
Mon 03/28/22
Wed 03/30/22

Social and Emotional Development

Ch 10, 11 (p.389-401)

Theories of Social Development

Ch 9

Week 8 & 9 Quiz on Blackboard-available 03/28 due 04/02 by 11:59pm
Week 10
Week 11

Mon 04/04/22
Wed 04/06/22
Mon 04/11/22
Wed 04/13/22

Language

Ch 6

Intelligence and IQ Testing

Ch 8

* Week 12

Week 12 Quiz on Blackboard-available 04/11 due 04/16 by 11:59pm
Week 12

Mon 04/18/22
Wed 04/20/22
No Zoom

Moral Development*

Ch 14

Self and Identity

Ch 11 (p.401-420)

Spring Break: 04/15 - 04/22

Exam 2 ch 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 on Blackboard- available Thursday Due Saturday 04/25/22 by 11:59pm
Mon 04/25/22
Week 13
Gender Development
Ch 15
Wed 04/27/22
Jeopardy !!
Mon
05/02/22
Week 14
The Family
Ch 12
Wed 05/04/22
Ch 13
Peer Relationships Jeopardy !!
(Oral Presentations)
Week 15
Week 16&17

Mon 05/09/22
Wed 05/11/22
Mon 05/16/22
(05/18-05/24)

Developmental Themes Jeopardy !!

Ch 16

(Oral Presentations)
Finals Week
(Final Oral Presentations TBA ~04/21/22)

Exam 3 ch 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 on Blackboard- Due Monday 05/23/22
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Additional Information and Resources
Important CSI Resources
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: In accordance with federal law the College offers a
number of resources for accommodating individuals with disabilities. If you need an accommodation
because of a documented disability, you are required to register with the Center for Student
Accessibility. Prior to granting disability accommodations in this course, the instructor must receive
written verification of the student’s eligibility from the Center for Student Accessibility. It is the
student’s responsibility to initiate contact with the Center for Student Accessibility staff and to follow
the established procedures for having the accommodation notice sent to the instructor. To learn more
about the accommodations and services that are available, contact the CSA.
Phone: 718-982-2510
Email: CSA@csi.cuny.edu
Location: Center for the Arts 1P-101
Counseling Center: The Counseling Center provides individual and group counseling for students of the
College of Staten Island. Students are given the opportunity to explore issues that can help them
achieve success. Call/email the Counseling Center to make a virtual appointment.
Phone: 718-982-2391
Email: counseling@csi.cuny.edu
Location: 1A-109
Free Office 365
Students can sign up for Office 365 Education for FREE, including Word, Excel, PowerPoint, OneNote,
and Microsoft Teams etc. Use your valid school email address to get started.
Full link: https://www.microsoft.com/en-au/education/products/office
Alternative access link: Microsoft Office 365 for Education
Full link:
https://www.cuny.edu/about/administration/offices/cis/technology-services/microsoft-office-365-for
-education/
Requesting a Loaner Device
A limited number of Chromebook devices are available for loan to students who need them to
participate in distance learning. If you need a loaner device email Helpdesk (helpdesk@csi.cuny.edu)
and provide them with your Name, Empil ID and Course information to be considered. If you need
technology, other than a Chromebook (e.g. hotspot, earbuds, etc.) please contact the Helpdesk and
your request will be considered.
Full link: https://www.csi.cuny.edu/students
First Gen Support Message
Some of you might be the first generation (first gen) in your family attending college. CUNY is proud to
have you! We know this is a new and exciting journey for you in spite of the circumstances we
currently face as we start the new semester. We want you to know that we are here for you. If you are
having a hard time adjusting to the collegiate lifestyle, please ask for help. As your instructor, I can
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only help if I know that help is needed. In addition there are a lot of available resources and services
provided for you in our college most of which you paid for when you paid tuition e.g. Counseling
center, Health and wellness center, Sports & Recreation center, Tutoring, library services etc. Also
check out the Fellowships, scholarships, Research opportunities, Specialized programs (Macaulay
Honors College, Verrazano School and Teacher Education Honors Academy). As well as the various
opportunity & diversity programs available (SEEK, CSTEP). The LSAMP (NYC Louis Stokes Alliance for
Minority Participation) research program—an NSF grant funded program dedicated to encouraging and
increasing women and underrepresented minority student participation in STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics) research and so much more. Take advantage!

This work is Licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International
License.
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